Belonging to the Church of Christ


1. The Greek word translated “Church” is ekklesia.  It is derived from ek- “out of,” and klesis- “calling.”  The church consists of people who have been called out.  According to the following references in Ephesians, how are people called out(to become part of the Church)?

1:3-8

1:11-14

2:1-10

2. The word ekklesia is also used in the Greek version of the Old Testament to describe the people of God called together.  Read Ephesians 2:11-3:6

a. According to this passage, and 1 Peter 2:9-10, how did God bring the together as his people?

3. Look at the following references in Ephesians.  What do they reveal about the place of the Church in God’s plans?

1:9-10

3:10-11

3:20-21

4. Read Ephesians 4:1-6.

a. What is the basis for the unity of the worldwide Church?

b. How should this reflect itself in relationships between local churches?

5. It is sometimes said that Jesus did not foresee the development of the Church.  But two passages in Matthew clearly demonstrate this is not the case.  In both of them, Jesus speaks of the Church in precisely the same terms we have just used – worldwide.

a. The first passage is Matthew 16:13-20.  Why is it significant that Jesus speaks about the Church at this time in His earthly ministry?

b. The second passage is Matthew 18:15-20.  What can you learn about the local church?

6. Acts 2:42-47 describes the first chuch in Jerusalem.

a. What activities were central in their gatherings?

b. What attitudes did the people have?

7. One feature of church life that emerges in Acts 5 is discipline of members who sin(verses 1-11).  What can you learn from the following passages about the need for a church to take responsible action when a member persists in sin?

a. Matthew 18:15-17.

b. 1 Corinthians 5:1-13

c. 2 Thessalonians 3:6-16

8. Read Ephesians 4:11-12. What did God give the Church?

9.  Read Acts 14:23.

a. What significance do you see in the fact that there were several leaders in each church?

b. According to Hebrews 13:17, what should our attitude be towards those in leadership in the church? 
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